Easter 2
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PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the good
companionship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

GATHERING SONG: “This is the Feast”
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of the Lord’s
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the
resurrection in all we say and do, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen!

After the resurrection of Jesus, a powerful vision of what life together can be
gripped those first believers.

Acts 4:32-35

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them
and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and
it was distributed to each as any had need.

Word of God; Word of Life. R/ Thanks be to God!

Psalm 133

How very good and pleasant it is when people live together in unity!

It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the
beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.

It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.

There the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

Where is true joy to be found? It’s found by living in the Light of God.
1John1:1—2:2

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life — this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was
revealed to us — we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all!



If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we
lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.

Word of God; Word of Life. R/ Thanks be to God!

Seeing may not be believing, but maybe believing is seeing in a whole new way.
John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the religious leaders,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless |
see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but

believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you



may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
The Gospel of the Lord. R/Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 635 “We Walk by Faith”

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS
WE PLEDGE GOD’S PEACE TO EACH OTHER
OFFERING

OFFERING SONG: ELW 379 “Now the Green Blade Rises” (vss 1, 3)

OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your life-giving love. Grant that we
may be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen.



CONSECRATION OF BREAD AND WINE

The Lord is with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to It is right to offer our thanks and praise.

the Lord, our God.

PREFACE and WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy
will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever, and ever. Amen.

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. All are
welcome to come and eat at God’s table.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: ELW 362 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE:

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is
leading us, and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter
hope + bless you now and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 815 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
DISMISSAL: Dismissal

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



